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Nantes,
France

green
machines
Closet rainbow warriors will
be pleased to hear a panel
designated by the European
Commission recently chose
six eco-friendly cities as
competitors for the 2O12 European Green Capital (Stockholm currently holds the
2O1O title and Hamburg will
take over the following year).
The nominees are Malmö,
Sweden, with its improved
air and water quality; sustainable Nantes, France; geothermal Reykjavik, Iceland;
Barcelona, Spain, which has
visibly reduced its carbon
footprint; Nuremberg, Germany, with its huge interior
forest; and the heart of
Basque Country — VitoriaGasteiz, Spain — where being
green is a civic duty.
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a
“wellness
hotel”
opens in
B.c.

If anything triggers memories of your long-ago wanderlust years, it’s crashing
on a pal’s couch. What if
you could recapture those
days, sleep your way
around the globe and save
scads of money? With
couchsurfing.org, a free
couch almost anywhere in
the world is just a click
away. Even if couch crashing is mere fantasy at this
point in your travel career,
your freewheeling kids may
want to make it a reality
(couchsurfing.org).

